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Pictured Above : Narrelle Marchesi,  

Kristy Ryan and Kirsty McDonald 



It is amazing how time flies and Easter is already around the corner. 

While the one year anniversary of the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic has past, we continue to 
see cases of the disease in Australia and around the world. The government has been working frantically 
to get a vaccine out and this has been met by many people with hesitation. I for one  have not had the 
shot yet, I am waiting for the Pfizer vaccine to be released.  

On the 5th of February this year, we said farewell to Brenton Forrester who was a part of the Indigenous 
Outreach family for 9 1/2 years.  It was particularly hard for our team to say goodbye to Brenton. He sent 
Carole and myself a beautiful email thanking us for sharing our experience and knowledge with him. He 
stated that he had learnt so much from DASA and will cherish all the memories, friendships  and mo-
ments he experienced in the workplace. We have a huge respect for Brenton and will miss him im-
mensely, we wish him all the best in his future endeavours. 

The Outreach team have been busy with delivering the Safe and Smart program at the prison and con-
tinue to travel to remote communities to deliver the Drink Driver Education program. This travel allows for 
the team to catch up with ex-clients to see how they are travelling. I must say it is always good to see 
people doing well back home on community.  

I would like to thank my team, although we have been down a position, they always seem to step up 
when needed. A special thank you goes to Brian, Jordan and Craig for holding down the fort when I was 
away on personal leave. It is always nice to know I can rely on them to get the job done. 

The Methamphetamine Through-Care Team continue to be flat out, I don’t know how these guys do it, 
but they always make it look easy. Well done to Danny, Dion and Aamir. Your job is quite full on, but you 
always go above and beyond for your clientele. Unfortunately we say goodbye to the Commit2Change 
program due to the funding not continuing beyond the 30 June 2021. Max and Amanda have done an 
amazing job continuing on from Lyndsey and Craig. We have seen many success stories come out of 
this program and I know many clients are sad to see an excellent program end.  

So as DASA is back to business, we face many challenges along the way, whether it is a client in crisis, 
to funding being cut or our own personal challenges. I am proud to work here at DASA with such an 
amazing team. We cannot fix the world’s problems, but we will do what we can to make difference where 
we can.  

 

Jocelyn Dhu 

 

 

A note from the Deputy CEO 



The Outreach team once again decided to as-
sist with a good cause and helped with the 
fundraiser for one of our own to take a group 
of young fellas to participate in the upcoming 
boxing championships held in Adelaide.  

Donny has been working at DASA for 6 
months and also runs a Boxing Club out of 
the Alice Springs Youth & Community Centre 
(ASYCC). Donny has 20 participants that vary 
in ages, cultures and backgrounds.  

During Donny’s time here in Alice Springs he 
has produced the first female Australian ama-
teur champion to come out of Alice Springs as 
well as an Australian Amateur Silver medallist, 
a Golden gloves national champion, a South 
Australian elite champion and South Australi-
an Challenge Cup Champion, two Golden 
Gloves runner up medallists and nine NT ti-
tles. 

Donny does not get paid by the ASYCC so is 
always looking at fundraising and sponsors to 
help with the costs of travel, accommodation 
when traveling interstate & to Darwin. Donny 
and family as well as the fighters were in-
volved in the cooking. 

DASA was very proud to be a part of this fund-
raiser to assist young people to not only learn 
the skills to protect themselves but to learn 
discipline and to build up their self esteem.  

The food supplied by the Fuamatu Boxing 
team was amazing and highly recommended 
should they do another fundraiser.  

 

Fundraiser 



Once again DASA staff attended the 
6th National Indigenous Drug and Alco-
hol Conference held in Adelaide this 
year. Jocelyn Dhu, Markus Scheurer, 
Narrelle Marchesi, Kirsty McDonald 
and Kristy Ryan pictured left represent-
ed DASA at the conference. For some 
of our staff this was their first ever con-
ference experience.  

The theme of this conference 
“Pathways to Healing”, acknowledges 
the great importance placed on healing 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people and the role that is plays in ad-
dressing harmful alcohol and other 
drug use.  

Healing is a complex issue meaning 
different things to different people. It 

can take place at different levels, from a body, mind and spirit and/or individual, 
family and community level. NIDAC20 sought to explore these complexities and 
meanings as they relate to addressing AOD use.  

The team also attended the pre-conference workshop “Cornerstones in Trau-
ma—Informed Care”. This workshop introduced us to Resource Therapy, a trau-
ma-informed strength based approach. The workshop opened up our eyes to an-
other way of dealing with trauma. It was met with some mixed reviews as we 
were not sure if this type of therapy would suit in a remote setting.  

 

 

 



 

Once again  we attended the Confer-
ence dinner which was hosted by the 
one and only funny man Kevin Kropin-
yeri. We all had a blast and enjoyed the 
night, a huge congratulations to all of the 
award winners on the night. Below are a 
couple of pics from the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont... 



 

Our CEO Carole Taylor attended the “International Women’s Day Breakfast” held at the Dou-
ble Tree Hilton on Monday 8th March 2021. She heard from a panel of very interesting wom-
en who shared their personal stories. International Women’s Day is celebrated in many coun-
tries around the world. It is a day when all women are recognised for their achievements. On 
that note I would like to acknowledge all of the incredible women who work here at DASA 
and our also those who work  for our service partners. 

Each of us have our own stories and experiences, DASA is more than just a place you work, 
it is family. This is a special tribute to you all and I would personally like to thank each an 
every one of the incredible women I work beside. A special thank you goes to our CEO 
Carole, you have made an incredible difference at DASA, you are the epitome of what Inter-
national Women’s Day represents. I personally have learnt so much from you and I am 
blessed to work alongside of you. Thank you for always sharing your wisdom, your life expe-
riences and an entertaining story or two.  

With respect and admiration, DASA staff xx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


