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Outreach Newsletter

A note from the Deputy CEO
Welcome back everyone, I do hope you enjoy reading our quarterly newsletters. Both Outreach teams
have been busy supporting clients, delivering program in town and at the prison. We have recently entered into a new partnership with Arnhem Land Progress Aboriginal Corporation (ALPA) delivering the
Back on Track Drink Drug Driver/alcohol and drug education sessions to their staff and the communities
they look after. This is a wonderful new partnership and we are excited to see where this new venture
will take DASA.
On Monday 8th August, DASA held their annual team building day at the YMCA, followed by watching a
movie at the cinema. Activities included basketball, volleyball, table tennis and badminton. I must say we
are a competitive bunch at DASA and it was great to see everyone getting involved and giving it a go.
I am also pleased to announce I have received my certificate IV in Training and Assessment, it took me
while but I finally got there. Jeremy McKellar and Dion Fuamatu are not too far away from completing
their certificate.
Several of our staff shared their personal lived experience and had their stories showcased at the Rethink Addiction Conference held in Canberra. I personally was proud of each of our DASA staff and clients for taking the courage to share their stories. It took a lot of courage and I personally have a lot of
respect for each and everyone of them.
Finally please don’t forget to give feedback on our Newsletters, we are always happy to hear positive/
negative feedback. Remember our jobs are to walk alongside of our clients and help support them along
their journeys.
Regards

Jocelyn Dhu

Stories Project
The Stories Project aims was to gather stories from people with lived
experience of alcohol and other drug use from the Northern Territory
and was shared as part of a national campaign called Rethink Addiction. Rethink Addiction is about helping the public to understand addiction and reduce stigma by listening to people who it affects.

Sam Moore and Jordan Mack (Project Workers—AADANT) collected
unique lived experience stories from people living in the Northern Territory and presented them at the “Rethink Addiction Convention” held
in Canberra in September 2022.
Stories from all over Australia were presented at the Rethink Addiction Convention. Six staff from DASA told their stories in a short film
clip. Saffron used her writing skills and wrote a poem about her experience. Dion Fuamatu, Sailosi Tupou, Angie-lee Fuller, Kim Ah Kit and
Peter Kamm put together a short clip also sharing their own experiences.
DASA are proud of the staff who took the courage to stand up and tell
their stories. A special thank you to Sailosi Tupou for putting together
the film clips, it takes a lot of hours recording and editing each stories.
A resident from Aranda House wrote a rap song. You can find this and
other stories on the ADAANT website. Stories Project | AADANT
www.AADANT.org.au/stories-project.
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International Overdose Awareness Day is the world’s largest annual campaign to end overdose, remember without stigma those who have died and acknowledge the grief of the family and friends left behind.

The campaign raises awareness of overdose, which is one of the world’s worst public health crises, and
stimulates action and discussion about evidence-based overdose prevention and drug policy.
The campaign acknowledges the profound grief felt by families and friends whose loved ones have died
or suffered permanent injury from a drug overdose.
International Overdose Awareness Day spreads the message about the tragedy of drug overdose death
and that drug overdose is preventable.
The goals of International Overdose Awareness Day are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To provide an opportunity for people to publicly mourn loved ones in a safe environment, some for
the first time without feeling guilt or shame.
To include the greatest number of people in International Overdose Awareness Day events, and encourage non-denominational involvement.
To give community members information about the issue of fatal and non-fatal overdose.
To send a strong message to current and former people who use drugs that they are valued.
To stimulate discussion about overdose prevention and drug policy.
To provide basic information on the range of support services that are available.
To prevent and reduce drug-related harm by supporting evidence-based policy and practice.
To inform people around the world about the risk of overdose.

Cont...
On 31st August 2022 DASA teamed up with the
team from ADSCA to raise awareness on
“International Overdose Day”. The event was held
in the Yeperenye Shopping Centre with a host of
other services joining in on the day. This was a
great opportunity for DASA to work collaboratively
with other services and to get out there and talk to
people in the community. Jeremy McKellar
(Aboriginal Outreach Worker) and Angie Fuller
(DDE Administration Assistant) attended this event
on DASA’s behalf. They had a great day collaborating with other services and talking to members
of the community.

New Partnerships
DASA has entered into a new partnership with The Arnhem Land Progress Aboriginal Corporation (ALPA).
Jocelyn and the Aboriginal Outreach Team will travel to
Top End and deliver the Back on Track Drink Drug Driver Program to remote communities. As part of the new
partnership, DASA will also deliver targeted alcohol and
drug education to ALPA staff and community members.
This is an exciting new venture for DASA and we are
honoured to be working alongside ALPA.
The Aboriginal Outreach team have already commenced delivering the drink driver/alcohol and drug education to Galinwinku and Minjilang Communities. DASA were impressed with the warm welcome they received by ALPA and people in the communities.

